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Introduction
The sac spider subfamily Castianeirinae (Araneae: Corinnidae) generally comprises species of ant-mimicking spiders. Three distinctive exceptions to this general rule from the Afrotropical Region are the genera Copa Simon, 1885, Messapus Simon, 1898 and Echinax Deeleman-Reinhold, 2001. These spiders have pale or brown lycosiform colouration that makes them cryptic in their environments, which are predominantly leaf litter (Copa) and bark and foliage (Echinax and Messapus), respectively. Although these genera share similar colouration and markings, they can be separated on the basis of genitalic and somatic morphological differences, including eye arrangement and leg morphology. The spider genus Messapus was established by Simon (1898) for a single species, M. martini Simon, 1898, from KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa. Subsequently, Strand (1907) described a second species (M. secundus) in the genus from Tanzania. However, neither author elaborated on the detailed morphology of the species they described, nor did they provide illustrations of the genitalia or habitus. Bosselaers and Jocqué (2000a) redescribed M. martini and provided the first figures of this species based on the syntype specimens. These illustrations gave the first indications that the syntype female and male may not be the same species, as the epigyne differed from typical castianeirine genitalia (see Reiskind 1969; Deeleman-Reinhold 2001; Haddad 2004) in having a horse-shoe shaped depression, while the male palp is typically castianeirine.
